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 Blue-footed boobies, Española Island, Galápagos 

“Don’t step on the squishy 

rocks!” said my naturalist 

guide Ivan Lopez on a 

hike in Española Island, 

Galápagos. The “rocks” he 

was referring to are marine 

iguanas and sea lions dotting 

the hiking trail. While tourists 

are ordered to stay six feet 

away from these adorable 

creatures, it’s almost 

impossible to maintain the 

distance. The Galápagos 

Islands provide abundant 

opportunities for visitors to 

come face-to-face with some 

of the most unique creatures 

on the planet.
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the water for food. Swimming 

with these mammals is a must 

for any wildlife lover. Sea lions 

are like ballerinas underwater, 

blowing bubbles and playfully 

coming up to snorkelers and 

swimmers.

Birds of Paradise 

With no predators, the birds 

of Galápagos seem unfazed by 

humans. The Galápagos National 

Park allows only a limited number 

of visitors every year, and 

mandates that naturalist guides 

accompany visitors on tours. Our 

Ecoventura guides Karina and 

Ivan Lopez, siblings and nature 

enthusiasts, were always with us, 

educating us about wildlife and 

giving us their natural histories.

In every island—from San 

Cristobal to Santa Cruz— we 

T
he Galápagos 

Islands are located 

600 miles west 

of mainland Ecuador on the 

equator. The stops on the seven-

day Ecoventura cruise I took 

included San Cristobal, Santa 

Cruz, Española, Isabela, and 

Floreana. Cruising allows visitors 

to reach remote parts of the 

islands for best wildlife viewing. 

The government of Ecuador and 

the Galápagos National Park, 

which encompasses 97% of 

land on the islands, ensure that 

tourists don’t come in contact 

with the archipelago’s wildlife 

and that nature is preserved in all 

its glory.

Sunbathing Sea Lions 

Sea lions are the most popular 

species inhabiting the islands. 

San Cristobal Island, I had two 

sea lions greet me from the shore 

rocks. There were snoozing 

sea lions on the steps to the 

zodiac “panga” boat I took to the 

twenty-passenger Ecoventura 

yacht. There were sea lions 

hanging out on abandoned 

boats. Then, there were dozens 

of sea lions stretched out on 

almost every pristine beach we 

visited.

On hiking trails near the ocean, 

these gentle animals block 

the paths as they nurse their 

young or sunbathe. These shiny 

beauties spend most of their time 

on the shoreline, and only go into 

met a different kind of Darwin’s 

islands’ most celebrated 

found on individual islands. 

These birds inspired the theory of 

evolution.

Among the most popular birds 

are the blue-footed boobies, 

fondly known as boobies. 

They are often seen making 

spectacular dives into the 

Albatrosses, the largest birds in 

the Galápagos, waddle along on 

the cliffs with their mates, and 

above the waves. The Galápagos 

penguin, the only species of 

penguin living near the equator, 

is a delight to watch as it hops 

over crevices on shore or goes 

swimming like a duck, with 

its body above water and feet 

paddling underneath. For bird 

lovers, the Galápagos islands are 

a true paradise.

Marine and Land 
Iguana 

Endemic to the Galápagos are 

the marine and land iguanas. 

differ in size, shape and coloring 

in the islands. Nowhere in the 

world does one encounter so 

many iguanas lazily soaking 

up the sun and spitting salt 

extracted from seawater on 

beaches, hiking trails and rocky 

cliffs. The two main types of 

iguanas- marine and land- are 

very distinct in their markings 

and behavior. The Galápagos 

marine iguanas are the only 

sea-going lizards in the entire 

world. These reptiles on every 

island are born black, but 

become colorful as they get 

older to suit their surroundings. 

For instance, the reddish green 

colored “Christmas” iguana on 

Española gets its hue from the 

red seaweed found on the island.

Wise Old Giant 
Tortoises

The Galápagos are mostly dry, 

and have sparse vegetation. 

However, in the highlands of 

Santa Cruz Island, the vegetation 

changes drastically to a verdant 

forest. At the Tortuga Reserve, 

giant tortoises are found grazing 

peacefully. Getting to these 

animals is tricky, as one needs to 

put on boots and walk through 

muddy paths to get close to 

 Sea lions sunbathing on white sandy beach, Española Island, Galápagos  Giant tortoise at the Tortuga Reserve, Santa Cruz Island highlands, Galápagos 
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them. Some of these tortoises 

have lived longer than 100 years. 

Coming face-to-face with a giant 

tortoise is like going back in 

time to an era when nature was 

completely untouched and giants 

roamed the earth.

Lonesome George, last known 

individual of his subspecies 

of Galápagos had recently 

died, but there are still plenty 

more roaming the highlands 

of the islands thanks to the 

conservation efforts by breeding 

centers like the Charles Darwin 

Research Station in Santa Cruz 

Island.

Underwater Wonders  

“You will see more wildlife in 

eight minutes underwater than 

in eight hours on land,” said 

our guide Ivan Lopez. Indeed 

he was right. Within just a few 

minutes of snorkeling near Devil’s 

Crown, an extinct collapsed 

volcanic cone in the ocean near 

Floreana Island, I witnessed 

a beautiful spotted eagle ray 

lavender and green colored coral 

reefs. Then, a giant sea turtle, 

and a docile white-tip reef shark 

cruising the reef appeared along 

with dozens of sea lions and 

never in my life experienced the 

thrill of being so close to exotic 

wildlife. The Galápagos Islands 

are truly heaven on earth for 

animal lovers.

Ecoventura Cruise 
Information 

Since 1990, Ecoventura has 

been leading expedition cruises 

motor-yachts for 20 guests. 

Small groups of 10 accompanied 

by a natural guide venture ashore 

for daily land and sea activities. 

Ecoventura is a carbon-neutral 

company and has Smart 

Smart Voyager, a Galápagos 

conservation program created by 

the Rainforest Alliance.

Galápagos is an all-year round 

destination. December through 

May is a bit warmer, and the 

winds are calmer for cruising. 

Visit www.Ecoventura.com or 

call 800-633-7972 for more 

information.

Where to Stay in Ecuador: 

Hotel Oro Verde in Guayaquil.

Airline to Galápagos: AeroGal 

from Guayaquil to San Cristobal 

Island. 
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